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The ADESA Canada Used Vehicle Price Index has been updated through May 2020.  The index increased after being adjusted for 
seasonality. Wholesale prices increased on average by 5.3% M-o-M.  
 

In May, dealerships in Quebec, Ontario, Alberta & BC began to slowly reopen under very strict healthy and safety guidelines - 

these four provinces alone make up over 85% of the new vehicle sales in Canada. Canadian new vehicle sales in May fell an 

estimated 44% when compared to May 2019. May was the second full month of restrictions that Canadians are adhering to as 

we struggle to understand what our new ‘normal’ will be. Each province is working to re-open, but refusing to be rushed 

because it seems that a second wave of Covid-19 is all but guaranteed. 

 Industry analysts have estimated that 113,224 light vehicles were sold in Canada last month, an increase from the 45,833 units 

sold in April. Perhaps this is a sign that Canadians are cautiously optimistic, understanding that this is nothing like the financial 

crisis of 2008, but rather the result of a collective effort of social / physical distancing to manage a pandemic that most of us 

have never seen. 

Springtime optimism is welcome in an industry that is one the first to struggle during times of uncertainty, and it will require 

rigorous efforts from dealers, OEM’s and government to see some semblance of a recovery in 2020.  ALG estimates that new 

vehicle sales will be off approximately 20-35% in 2020. 

Price movements by segment were positive in May. Mid Compact vehicles showed the most drastic increase at 10.9% ($808), 
followed by Midsize SUVs at 10.4% ($1,577), Minivans at 6.6% ($645), Midsize vehicles at 4.9% ($472), Fullsize Pickups at 4.7% 
($1,127), and Compact SUVs at 3.8% ($460). 
 

 


